1.FROM  FEI   TO  CHINESE AUTHORITIES

On Thu, 11/11/10, Graeme Cooke <graeme.cooke@fei.org> wrote:


From: Graeme Cooke <graeme.cooke@fei.org>
Subject: Re:
To: "'wangxw@aqsiq.gov.cn'" <wangxw@aqsiq.gov.cn>
Date: Thursday, November 11, 2010, 7:32 AM

Dear Dr Wang,

Thank you for your reply and the attached certificate.

The FEI notes that the VEE ELISA test is also available as a suitable test. Therefore given the well known issues of possible crossreactivity for the HI test, the ELISA must normally also be taken into consideration in a final assessment.

Therefore the FEI formally protests most strongly at the existing AQSIQ decision and will seek to make a formal complaint to the OIE if this situation is not rectified in a reasonable manner as per interntional norms. .

I await your reconsideration of the current overly simplistic view of your experts as soon as possible.

We do not wish to undertake this very public path, but feel such is the clear scientific basis, there is little option left. 

Yours sincerely

Dr Graeme Cooke 

FEI, Laussanne, Switzerland
2.FROM  FEI   TO  CHINESE AUTHORITIES
"Graeme Cooke" <graeme.cooke@fei.org>

 To: 

"'alf-eckbert.fuessel@ec.europa.eu'" <alf-eckbert.fuessel@ec.europa.eu>, "'majjsa@yahoo.com'" <majjsa@yahoo.com>, "'wangxw@aqsiq.gov.cn'" <wangxw@aqsiq.gov.cn>

"'zengqingchun@yahoo.com'" <zengqingchun@yahoo.com>, "'sunyan_o1@126.com'" <sunyan_o1@126.com>, "'changwei6@163.com'" <changwei6@163.com>, "'efiindianf@yahoo.co.in'" <efiindianf@yahoo.co.in>, "'atock@peden.de'" <atock@peden.de>... more

Dear Dr Wang,

Further to the comments below from the most respected expert of the EU Commission in support of the FEI position and clariying the position of the OIE on testing. I am pleased to tell you that the deadline for your permission to travel has been extended 2000hrs tonight or absolute latest 0730 Beijing time. A flight is on standby and awaiting your reconsideration. 

We all have confidence that the right decision must prevail, particularly in the knowledge that this disease has never been reported in South East Asia and the nature of the disease is especially evident.

Yours sincerely

Graeme Cooke


Sent from my BlackBerry® device


3.FROM  EUROPEAN UNION  

TO  CHINESE AUTHORITIES

From: Alf-Eckbert.Fuessel@ec.europa.eu 
To: majjsa@yahoo.com ; wangxw@aqsiq.gov.cn 
Cc: Graeme Cooke; zengqingchun@yahoo.com ; sunyan_o1@126.com ; changwei6@163.com ; efiindianf@yahoo.co.in ; atock@peden.de 
Sent: Thu Nov 11 09:03:10 2010
Subject: RE: 
Dear Colleagues and friends,
could everyone in this very unfortunate debate also consider that on top of all lab testing there remains a little bit of veterinary science and skills.
Venezuelan equine encephalitis has NEVER been described in South-East Asia. Even IF a horse was infected the viraemia would be quickly over, the US gives for this reason to horses from Mexico 7 days of quarantine, not to speak about the fact that an infected horse would hardly be able to withstand the challenges of a competition or its preparation.
When I was in 1993 in Mexico for their outbreak of VEE in Chiapas, the most effective tool to check the situation in horses was taking temperature every day. IF these horses had contracted the disease - what they definitely did not because of the reasons above - they would have during their pre-export quarantine have cleared the virus and their antibodies now would in fact be added value.
However, the OIE is very clear on serology for VEE:
 

Serological tests: Specific antibodies may be demonstrated by PRN tests against epizootic VEE virus variants or by IgM capture enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. Antibody can also be demonstrated by the haemagglutination inhibition or the complement fixation tests. Any diagnosis of VEE in an individual that is based on seroconversion in the absence of an epizootic should be made with care. 
Infections of equids with enzootic VEE viruses produce a low level viraemia accompanied by antibody development, but without clinical disease in most cases. Antibody induced by such subclinical infections may be reactive to epizootic VEE virus variants.
I am not aware that at any stage of our discussion on the access conditions to the Asian Games we had considered VEE as a problem, while certainly the overall in that part of the world present Japanese encephalitis had been considered as far as vaccination is concerned.
 

As regards import conditions into the EU, where the certificate for group C speaks about the various types of encephalomyelitis of the western hemisphere but also about Japanese encephalomyelitis, this has never been misinterpreted by anybody, but if it had contributed to the confusion then it should be explained that any requirement for Eastern, Western and Venzuelan equine encephalomyelitis is applicable to countries of the Americas while Japanese encephalitis is a requirement for countries in Asia.
 

I still hope that the Indian horses can participate in the Asian Games.
Dr. Alf-Eckbert Füssel, DVM 
Deputy Head of Unit 
DG SANCO/D1 
Rue Froissart 101-3/67 
B-1040 Brussels 
Tel: +32-2-2950870 
Fax:+32-2-2953144 
e-mail: alf-eckbert.fuessel@ec.europa.eu 
http://ec.europa.eu./comm/food/animal/index_en.htm 

	 


4.FROM  EUROPEAN UNION  

TO  CHINESE AUTHORITIES
From: Alf-Eckbert.Fuessel@ec.europa.eu [mailto:Alf-Eckbert.Fuessel@ec.europa.eu] 
Sent: vendredi 12 novembre 2010 09:20
To: xingyang1994@yahoo.com.cn; Graeme Cooke

Subject: RE: the permission of Indian Competing Horses to China
 

Dear Mr Xingyang,

Thank you for keeping me in your copy list for the correspondence you had with FEI.

 

For me personally it is a big tragedy that at the 16 Asian Games in China, in the preparation of which indeed the world has invested much more than in any previous Asian Games, one of the great Asian nations cannot participate for a reason that is clearly not a veterinary reason.

 

I do not know how the bilateral agreement between China and India came to conclusion, but I fully endorse the remark of Dr. Graeme Cook of FEI made earlier, that if there would have been a danger with VEE in the Indian quarantine, this would have happened under your Chinese supervision without being reported.

 

If you refuse the 5 horses for reasons of a positive HI result for VEE, then these horses cannot come from a VEE free country and you should not admit the remaining 3 horses either. It is the inconsistency in your decision that makes it less convincing. But of course I do not insist in excluding another 3 Indian horses, please do not misunderstand.

 

I repeat, with hindsight it might have been a mistake from our site to group in our EU import conditions  American and Asian countries into the same sanitary group "C" , but it is absolutely clear and has never been doubted that WEE, EEE and VEE requirements apply to the Americas and Japanese encephalitis to the Asian countries.

 

The only thing that disappoints me as an official of the European Commission is that part of the blame for failing to assemble all Asian horse sport nations may wrongly be attributed to the Commission of the European Union. I wish to remind you that Commissioner, Madame A. Vassiliou, on the occasion of the meeting with your Minister of Agriculture two years ago promised to do everything in our powers to make the equestrian competitions of the 16 Asian Games a great success. 

 

I am afraid  we did not live up to these expectations.

 

 

 

Dr. Alf-Eckbert Füssel, DVM 
Deputy Head of Unit 
DG SANCO/D1 
Rue Froissart 101-3/67 
B-1040 Brussels 
Tel: +32-2-2950870 
Fax:+32-2-2953144 
e-mail: alf-eckbert.fuessel@ec.europa.eu 
http://ec.europa.eu./comm/food/animal/index_en.htm 

